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Writer’s Direct Dial Number:

301-230-5208
croberts@srgpe.com

March 23, 2004

Office of International Corporate Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission
450 Fifth Street, N.'W.

Washington, D.C. 20549

{ =

Re: Electrocomponents plc — Exemption pursuant to Rule 12g3-2(b)
promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended
SEC File No. 82-34672
Our File No. 018-031-00222

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to the undertaking of Electrocomponents plc, a public limited company incorporated under the
laws of England and Wales (the “Company”), to furnish the Securities and Exchange Commission with
certain information described in its request for an exemption from Section 12(g) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), as more fully set forth in the Company’s
letter to the Commission dated July 25, 2002, and received by the Commission on July 29, 2002, the
Company hereby submits the following:

March 23, 2004
March 5, 2004

Trading Statement/Trading Update
Notice of Trading Update

The Company understands that pursuant to Rule 12g3-2(b) the information and documents furnished
hereby will not deemed to be “filed” with the Commission or otherwise subject to the liabilities of
Section 18 of the Exchange Act, and that neither this letter nor the furnishing of such information and
documents constitute an admission for any purpose that the Company is subject to the Exchange Act.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this letter, and of the enclosed material from the Company, by date-
stamping the enclosed copy of this letter and returning it to the undersigned in the enclosed stamped,
self-addressed return envelope.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at (301) 230-5208.

Very Truly Yours,

P?@CES%ED / SHULMAN, ROGERS,
wR30 e §

By: T -

THOMSON N
FINANCIAL Christopher C. Roberts
Enclosures
cc: Carmelina Carfora,

Company Secretary (w/o enc.)
18031915-31.doc
T:033004

11921 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland 20852-2743 & Tel: (301) 230-5200  Fax: (301) 230-2891
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Embargoed until 7.00am 23 March 2004

Electrocomponents plc

Trading Update

Ahead of forthcoming meetings with investors and analysts we are updating the
market on recent trading.

The Board expects that our profit before tax and goodwill amortisation for the
yvear ended 31 March 2004 will be around £106m.

Since we announced our first half results in November, the economic backdrop in
our major markets has improved, but not evenly. On a like-for-like basis
(ongoing businesses, adjusted for exchange rates and trading days) our monthly
sales are running ahead of last year.

Allied, in the United States, has had accelerating sales growth, which is now
well into double digits, with stable gross margins. Our Japanese business has
continued to grow strongly and profitably. In China we have successfully
launched a higher service (next day delivery) offer in Shanghai and this has
generated high growth in that area, though regulatory constraints on imports
continue to restrict our overall growth in China. Monthly sales in Europe have
recently returned to year-on-year growth and several businesses are growing
well. France, however, suffered a small decline in sales due to teething
problems following the systems implementation in June, which are being resolved.
In the United Kingdom, our monthly sales performance has fluctuated in recent
months, reflecting the patchy recovery in UK manufacturing. The overall
year-on-year decline in the UK has improved from the first half and currently
sales per day are running level with last year. We have continued to focus on
building our UK business in the service and public sectors of the economy.

During the second half, the group's e-commerce sales continued to grow by about
40% on last year and are now approaching 17% of our total sales.

Gross margin has increased again in the second half, though the rate of increase
is slowing. We have managed costs tightly, whilst sustaining our selling,
marketing and systems investments. Operating margins have consequently been
robust and cash flow has been even stronger.

The full results for the current year will be announced on 26 May 2004.

Contact:
Ian Mason Group Chief Executive 01865 204000
Jeff Hewitt Deputy Chairman / Finance Director 01865 204000

This information is provided by RNS
The company news service from the London Stock Exchange
END



Trading Update

23/03/2004

Ahead of forthcoming meetings with investors and analysts we are updating the market on recent trading.

The Board expects that our profit before tax and goodwill amortisation for the year ended 31 March 2004 will be
around £106m,

Since we announced our first half results in November, the economic backdrop in our major markets has
improved, but not evenly, On a like-for-like basis (ongoing businesses, adjusted for exchange rates and trading
days) our monthly sales are running ahead of fast year.

Allied, in the United States, has had accelerating sales growth, which is now well into double digits, with stable
gross margins, Our Japanese business has continued to grow strongly and profitably. 1In China we have
successfully launched a higher service (next day delivery) offer in Shanghai and this has generated high growth
in that area, though regulatory constraints on imports continue to restrict our overall growth in China. Monthly
sales in Europe have recently returned to year-on-year growth and several businesses are growing well. France,
however, suffered a small decline in sales due to teething problems following the systems implementation in
June, which are being resolved. In the United Kingdom, our monthly sales performance has fluctuated in recent
months, reflecting the patchy recovery in UK manufacturing. The overall year-on-year decline in the UK has
improved from the first half and currently sales per day are running level with last year. We have continued to
focus on building our UK business in the service and public sectors of the economy.

During the second half, the group’s e-commerce sales continued to grow by about 40% on last year and are now
approaching 17% of our total sales.

Gross margin has increased again in the second half, though the rate of increase is slowing. We have managed
costs tightly, whilst sustaining our selling, marketing and systems investments, Operating margins have
consequently been robust and cash flow has been even stronger.

The full results for the current year will be anncunced on 26 May 2004.

Contact:
Ian Mason Group Chief Executive 01865 204000
Jeff Hewitt Deputy Chairman / Finance 01865 204000

Director
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05 March 2004

ELECTROCOMPONENTS PLC TRADING UPDATE

In line with our regular practice, we will be releasing a routine trading update
on 23 March 2004.

Group Company Secretary
5 March 2004
This information is provided by RNS
The company news service from the London Stock Exchange

END
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